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March 22, 1997

Dear Friends:

As you gather for the Earth celebrations 7th Annual Rites of spring BenefitPerformance & Dance party to save New york ciif,s community Gardens, preaseaccept my warmest greetings.

on behalf of the residents of New York city I extend my gratitude to all thoseassociated with tonight's event for making this occasion possiblg and for theircontributions to preserving our great g'ti "or;;;ity gardens. r rook forurard toworking with you to beautify ttew Vorf iity. 
.'-'

Please accept my best wishes for an enjoyable event.

/-;;'u).A*k^i
Rudolph W. Giutiani

Mayor



Albenerr lor Mayor

\380 Lexinglon Avenue,

rct:(2121551-1140 .
lTUr Floor . New york, Ny 1016g

sx: (212\ 551.1019

June 9, 1997

New York.City coalition For The preservation of Gardens
638 East 66 Street
NY, NY IOOO9

212-777-7969

Dear Members.

I'm writing to express my support of your work, and the work of many others in
the New York city community Garden movement. open space and green-space are an
important part of any city landscape, one that is all too often overlooked in New york
city' This is why your work with community gardens is so important. Gardens serve as
the heart of communities; a place for people of all generation to gather and participate in
constructive and educational activities. I stand behind the garden movement and will do
everything possible to maintain the position of gardens in the city. I commend the
community Garden Movement for it role in community buirding and education.

I would love to take a walking tour of some of the community gardens on the
Lower East Side that I have heard so much about. Please contact my campaign assistant,
Gregory Heller at 2 I 2155 1-7870, regarding a time and date lor such a tour.

Sincerely,w+w
Sal F. Albanese

P.5 h. bt h. C6dtt b Ed Sd F  IbEF si?.i$,u



I THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

OF THE
BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN

MUNICIPAL BUILDING
NEW YORK, N.Y. 1OOO7

(212) 669-8300
RUTH W. MESSINGER
OOfIOUGH PRESIO€}{T

February 13, 1997

STATEMENT OF MANHATTAN BOROUGH PRESIDENT RUTH MESSINGEB
AT THE ''SAVE OUR GARDENS'' PARADE AND RALLY

"This rally sends a clear message to City Hall that community gardeners

across the City deserve to be consulted early on in neighborhood development
plans. The Mayor has turned this into a conflict about housing versus open space.
lJothing could be farther from reality. Housing and open space are complementary
and need to be balanced. Anyone who's walked through the Lower East Side,

Bedford-Stuyvesant or Harlem knows first hand that gardens are important open

space resources that have revitalized our communities'

The root of the problem is that the gardeners who have worked long and
hard to transform blighted vacant lots into natural oases have been, at best, an

afterthought as City Hall moves forward with its own amorphous development
plans and haphazard land auctions. This Administration has decided to sell off
city-owned property willy-nilly with no regard to the surrounding neighborhoods or

communities' long-term goals.

The City must work with communities in its decision-making. When land-

use conflicts arise, all stakeholders should be involved in creating solutions.
Moreover, gardeners need more options than interim-use sites. The community
should be encouraged to identify appropriate sites for permanent use as community
gardens. El Jardin del Paraiso is one example of a community garden that will
become a permanent park and garden on the Lower East Side-after hard work by

the gardeners, the community and elected officials'

I strongly urge the Mayor to start working with the community to ensure

that gardeners are given the opportunity to continue making important
contributions to the quality of life of our neighborhoods and City."
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May 30, 1993

To Ail [n Attendance
The Third Annual Rites of Sprinq:
hocession to Save Our Gardens"
Green Oasis Garden
8th Street between Avenues C and D
New York, New york

Dear Friends:

ij,l"::,ff,tJ3:i: tr:&::giTt 
the cerebrants of rhe rhird Annuar Rites of spring:

The Green oasis Garden is one of many such magical oases on the Lower East sidewhere ruined city blocks have been r"ry.l"a.in,oi"i."r"r gardens bringing pleas,re toresidents and visitors alike. These gardens do mo're than please the mind and the eye,for they also feed the soul. e

The people of our Feat Ciry are our most precious resource, but our artists are thedriving force of renewal. Their spirit has &eated a festivai;ilh ;-";';;* as it isancient in the celebration of rebirth. tn particular, I thank Felicia young, Riva Beth
Rothman, the African Drumming Ensemble, Juli 6wartz, Janet l"torganlbavid Chmpra,
|nl |:'4ovsky, l-y Chazkel, Beth Ames Swartz, Diana Vivante,"Rob"rt Costa, IerryTurdell, Perre di-Carolo, Matthew Mitchell, Ken Hiratsuka, Fred Baer, Mari{laire
Charba, Paola Ruby, Linda Cassens, lorna Roberts-Kelly, and tfre many artists known
and r:nknown whose.sctrlptures, poetry, dance and music have given tife to these
ex traordinary festi vi ties.

This event is an example of what makes our City great. Enjoy the celebration!

David N. Dinkins
MAYOR

Sincerely,
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT. OF THE
BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN

MUNICIPAL BUILDING
NEW YORK, N.V 1OOO7

(2t2) 669.8300RUT}I W. MESSINGER
EOryJOH PnEetoEr{t

Septcmtrcr 10, 199-5

Conrnrissiorrcr Willianr Dianrond
Departrrcnt of General Services
I Centre Strect, 20 Floor
Ncw York Ny 10007

Dcar Colnnrissioncr Dianrond:

I atn writinq 
in_ ryeard to thc Department's upconring auction of Manhattan Block

458, I.ots 40-4t, whictr is currcnrly thc'slte of a con-rnrunirf gardcn infornratty known asAlhcrt's Garulen.. \

For dlre past 21 Y9*t, this gaydurt has beeu tlrriving on what woulcl bc yet another
derelict piece of vaeant city-ownecl lantt, Whilc thc garclcn has never been forinally
recognized as a Grttnthumb garden, it lras besn a valuable resouroc'for ihc-surrouncling
comnrunity. I am disappointal tlrat your l)cpartnrent has included thess lots ln yo,,r OJtob*
public auctiorr of city-owncd land.

Irt this casc the City's long terttl intcrrcsts and thc cornntupity's dcsirc to rctrtin this
siie as a cottltllutlity resource are not necessarily in conflict, ln faei thc oorilnrunity has plans
to establish a privato trust !o transfer this lancl irorn public to private ownership wirilc
nraintaining the current use.

I am also conccrncd about the hatcllirrg of this disposition bccause accorcling to the(Jonrrnunity Roarcl, local gardeners and area resiclcnts therc has been no respnt cr:rrsultation
with or notification of comntunity rcsldents regarding tlle Dcpartnrcrrt's plans. I request that
you reconsider the sale of thispropcrty and withdraw tlreso lotsfronr 6c Octobdr-rnlr. t
look forward 1o yorrr pronrpl action oi thls nratter. If your staff havc any gucstions about
tlris matter, plcase have them contact Thonus Floocl of rny stalf at (ZlZ)'OOg-lqZg.

Hon. Kathryn Frccd
Community Board Three
Ms. Felicia Young

LU.

Ruth W. Messinger



\
DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SERVICES

MI'NICIPAL BT,'II.DINO, I?ITi FIOq
NcwYorl,N.Y. l@O7
(2la 669-71I I

WILIJAJII J- DIAiIOND
Cquaisio|r

September 19, l99S

Hon. Kathryn Frccd
Council Member, lst District
5l Chamben St. Room429
New Yorh N.Y. 10007

RE: Block 458, Lots 40 & 4L
Borough of Msnhattan
Parccl # 70
october 19, 1995 Publio Austion

Dear Council Membcr Frced:

I am in reccipt of your letter rcquesting tbat the above-referenc€d parcel bc withdrawn from thc
upcoming public auction due to its long-standing use as a conmunity garden.

ln recognition of the important open space resourc€ that Alb€rt's Gardcn has provided to the
oommunity for over 20 years, t am pleascd to inform you that I have dircctcd tbat this propetty
be rtmovqd from the public auction Furthermorc, DCS fully nrpports desigrrating this site as a
Dcpartmcnt of Parks CrrecnThumb gardcn-

Rcgarding proposed plans for tans r of this land to a private owuership, wc look forward to a
formal proposal to considcr this new approach,

Thank you for you letrcr.

Sincrrely,

cc: Hon. Ruth Messingcr .

GlcnnJ. Elliott
Randal Fong
Janc Wcissman
Martha Danziger

WIIERE

ZO'd -900'oN 8?:SI S6.6I das

QUALITY MATTERS

WillianJ. Diaoood

ZZ68-699-112-t z ]'3t 6uluuetd/S3U0/S9q



I(athryn E. Freed

ffi CouncitMenber, Ist \tstrict
5I Oanben SYred, Rtn429, NutYork, I{y Im7

Plua: (212) 78&mz FAX pI2) Z&m7

COMMUNITY T}OAITD #3 UPDA'IE

. Septenrber 19, 1995

ALBERT'S GARDEN SAVED FROM AUCTION
Albert's Garden, founded in 1974 and sclrecluled to be auctioned on october 19, has beensaved from the auction block through the intervention oiconrmunity based gardening groups,and my office Please see today's le-ner from commissionri oiuronaa orobi. Albert,s Garden,on 2nd street between Bowery and,2nct Avenue, rir,r .iigr'*n spaces in the city provides anenvironment for the neighborl'rood to enjoy the naturalUJuu,," of trees, flowers, and fresh air. Italso provides a place *h.rt children in a densety uuirt environment can learn to work and takepride in their neighborhood. comrnunity gardenr;;; ;;.e where parents can feel safe thattheir children are more sheltered from the aang.rs of the !t ..t.' 

Although Albertis Garden has ueen saved, other parks in the network of nrore than 50community gardens on the Lower'East side,mayur d.i"g the same fate. My office has just
been infortned that The winnecs ciicle Gaiden, on qm stieet berween Avenies A and c, wiilalso go to auction on October 19.

My ol'fice will be working witlt corturunlty groups anrl DGS to. assurc ttrat this cloes 
'otlrappen again. The comnunity niust be kcpt intbrirrict ui,J iir.ir,rr.irin,., upi*r.r.



Loulse Krug'er
Ben F. Wohlberg
E. MlchoelBrody
Willlom Whtte

Slnoaroly, , )
Wd^pfun

Loulsc KrugerrG I
Albortt c Gard.cn Conulttca:

ALBERT'S GARDEN COMMITTEE
30 Eost 2nd Street o New york, N,y. IOOO3

Qt2)674-5215

. Scptenber 2?, L99S

Fe1lcla Xounr
Earth Cclcbrltlons
Loryer Eas! Sld.a Gardcn Land, Trust638 East 6 Street
New Yorkl N.Y. 10009

Dear Fcllola Ioungr

}{c rant to thank you^and. ygBr organrzatl<in for tho tre-nend.ous land sucolssful) L6orii"6-;;;; Albcrrrs Gard.en.

Beyond. our re11"-f lt havln8 Albertr s Gard.en taken offthe auctlon block for_lor, we are concernea 
"" 

jou-"""about the future of arr tirese rower-;;;l sld.e gardens.

lle know thcsc tard.cns arc norE. than greoncry and frowerle .Thc 6arrlenc hcrp unltc ooununltrJJ--t6-vJro. and. aot onootruon nced.c and, conccrnro. 
^Thc carains-ri"ip oi""i-ti"nclghborhood,s thcy oooupy of riti-anC-g"rUa6a, and helpalert authorlttcg to proLlcnc, rrora Jtii"i iilrrtJ-r;-'drut dealcrs,- -

lle aupport and. Joln you ln your efforts towErd a land,trust to gavc thc garrlotlro

Thank you agaln fron all of us.
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(212) 66e.8300

Octobei l, 1995

ffiftiE:tfg,5F

Commissioner Wllliam Dianrond
Departrnenl. of General Services
I Centre Street, 20th Floor
New York, NY 10007

Dear Conrmj5igr."dffi'ona: B', [l -
I arn writing in regard to the Department of ceneml services,: upcoming action ofManhattan Block 387' Int 46, which ircurentty titr ;il; or r ronin",niiilarcr.n, inforrnattyknown as Mariana Bracetti Cirildren,s Theme caraen. 

-

For the last two ITrs, thls garden has been transforrnerr from h gart:age filted vacantciry-owned rand to a rhriving comm-uniry oprn rpn.rl"wr,it, rh, ;;;;r;"h.s neu"' lreenfonnally recognized as a Greenthurnb girclin, it'has been a valuatrle resourco for thesttffourtding community. The garclen organiznr, ,un uriiuities trrai ii;;;i;igr"n from thelocal headstart prograrn an oppottunity to learn ,nor" oii.rut trrc environnrcnt. I Anr conccrne<rthat your departrnent tras inciuaeo tnii tot in ths ocrouei p,rblic actio' of city-owned Ianct. Iask that you withdraw the lot fronr r.he upconring u,r.rion. v' v'1,

Irt this casc, the City's long term interests ancl the conrnrunlty,s clesirc to rehirr thissite ag A col]lmllllity re.source arc not necessa_rily in conRlct. In faci ur. 
"rrrnr,rnity 

plans toestatllislt a private trust to transfer tlris.lancl rruinlr,'ttric io prtvatc ownership whilernaintaining the cttrrent use. I woukl likc to sei i,ii-* ir*ti"g with ir,"i'ir.iiof our sratTs,Iand trust organizers and area resiclents to discrrss'tt c co,rrnrrrnity plan for a public lancl tru.st,

Please have your staff contact Davirj Wang, my liaison to the Lnwer Bast Sicle at(212) 669-4693, ro set up the mecting.



Kathryn E. Freed
Comcil Member, 7st D$rtct

5l Qwfien Streq, futt 429, Nen, Yot* Ily IW7
Plpne: Qt? 7em2 Ffi( (212) 7&m7

COMMTINITY BOARD #3 IIPDATE
October 24,lggs

The Marianna Bracetti children's Theme Garden, on 4th street, was taken offthe auction blockof october l9 after intervention 
{om my office. I am pleased that we were abte to save twogardens--the other being Alberts Garden on 2nd street-'-to *rti.rtiirr'.ommunity lus shown astrong commitment' Both these gardens have a long history;iitri.,unity participation, are we1cared for, and provide a ptace ofpeaceful interactioi 

1";;"",-"r,i"lif residents. In addition, theMarianna Bracetti Garden ho:T I number ofyouth-orie",rd il;l,irs, one of whjch is the Headstart Program where young chitdren not onty'rearn about ptants unJrio*rrr, but atso how towork together.

e


