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RiveR dance
Costumed performers blanketed the Tribeca section of 
Hudson River Park Saturday afternoon for the Dance of the 
River Grasses, above, as part of Earth Celebrations’ Hudson 
River Pageant.

The five-hour pageant started at the Manhattan Youth 
Downtown Community Center and paraded through the 
park up to Gansevoort St. with 15-foot puppets of river 
species, stopping along the way for performance art pieces, a 
live fish release and a river cleansing ceremony. Felicia Young, 
founder of Earth Celebrations, launched the lavish pageant 
to restore the Hudson River and draw attention to climate 
change, particularly during the 400-year anniversary of Henry 
Hudson’s discovery of the river.

Dozens of local organizations volunteered and helped 
fund the event, and hundreds turned out to sing, dance 
and plant oysters. The festivities culminated in a flotilla of 
decorated rowboats and kayaks doing a dance in the Hudson 
choreographed to a river chant.
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RiveR pageant will oveRflow with 
sights and sounds  By Rita Wu
For 15 years Felicia Young, founder and director of Earth 
Celebrations, organized the Rites of Spring and Rites of 
Winter pageants. Part parade, part performance art, the 
pageants highlighted the need to save the gardens of the 
East Village and Lower East Side and community gardens 
throughout New York. The Hudson River Pageant is 
her new project that also addresses environmental issues 
through the arts.

In partnership with Manhattan Youth Downtown 
Community Center, the event is dedicated to raising 
awareness about the restoration of the Hudson River and 
to address climate change in New York City. The pageant is 
also celebrating the history of the Hudson River, since this 
year marks the 400th anniversary of Henry Hudson’s and 
Samuel de Champlain’s exploratory journeys of the great 
waterway. 

The Hudson River Pageant will be held Sat., May 9, from 1 
p.m. to 6 p.m. (rain date May 10). The procession will travel 
along the Lower Manhattan waterfront from Manhattan 
Youth Downtown Community Center in Tribeca, at 120 
Warren St. at Greenwich St., to Gansevoort St. in the 
Greenwich Village section of Hudson River Park.

Young worked to save the gardens of the Lower East Side 
by bringing people together, by connecting the community 
to the gardens through celebration and art. Her goal was 
always, she said, “trying to create context for art that was 
social, political and real, and engage people beyond the art 
world.”

“So that was the quest that got me into thinking that 
pageantry — which was to me a combination of all the 
arts, music, dance, sculpture, puppetry and painting — you 
know, all of that, could be brought together; and it could be 
professional artists, nonprofessionals, community, and then 
try to address issues and maybe even change things.

“It’s not just a performance, and then it’s over,” she stressed. 
“We build these alliances, and those alliances are real. The 

people who are connected stay connected and do things 
together, and that’s how we were able to save the gardens.”
Young wants to apply this method to restoring the Hudson 
River. She wants to connect the people by “not just saying 
‘Save the River’ but to feel that connection to that space.”

One way Young is building alliances is by offering free 
puppet- and costume-making workshops through May 6 
for teens and adults at the Manhattan Youth Downtown 
Community Center. All the designs created will be used 
for the pageant. Wednesday workshops are from 6 p.m. to 
9  p.m. and focus on making costumes that represent the 
species and habitats of the river. On Saturdays from 12 
p.m. to 4 p.m. the workshops concentrate on creating giant 
15-foot puppets.

Workshops for children are being offered at P.S. 89, P.S. 
234, P.S. 150, the Henry Street Settlement and the Boys 
and Girls Republic, at E. Sixth St. and Avenue D. By 
the end, a total of 100 workshops will have been held to 
educate people about the Hudson River while engaging 
them in the pageant through making costumes and 
puppets.

When Young first started planning the Hudson River 
Pageant she didn’t know what it would consist of until 
she met with each of the organizations that agreed to be 
involved.

“I have to sit down and meet with each of you and discover 
what it is that you do and then try to design something 
based on that,” she explained. This was her approach to all 
of the pageant’s elements.

Making puppets and costumes at the Manhattan Youth 
Downtown Community Center for the upcoming Hudson River 
Pageant on Sat., May 9.
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Through the River Project she learned that oysters were an 
abundant natural species in the river 100 years ago, and 
also function like trees do for the air, in that they filter 
the water of its toxins. Young designed an oyster garden-
planting ceremony that will involve seeding the river with 
live oysters.

“We want to have them actually in oyster costumes doing 
the planting,” Young noted. “To really involve the people 
who are doing this, to embellish, to theatricalize reality, 
and sort of turn what they normally do into something 
that is performative.”

The River Project has also been recording fish sounds 
from the Hudson that have been turned into a Fish Sound 
Symphony by Gergori Czerkinsky to be used during the 
final performance.

Another highlight of the pageant will be the river cleansing 
ceremony. This component was inspired by the Hudson 
River Park Trust, which has a clean sanctuary campaign in 
which volunteers clean and pick up trash along the river’s 
shoreline, such as around the rocky Gansevoort Peninsula. 
The Trust also has a live fish catch-and-release educational 
program for children, which will be included in the 
pageant.

The Dance of the River Grass will feature music and 
movement performances by the Human Kinetic Arts 
Dancers with Pook the Percussion Orchestra of Kingston, 
N.Y. The dancers will be wearing living river grass skirts 
created by Michelle Brody. These skirts are now in an 
installation at the World Financial Center Winter Garden. 

“Instead of just having it as a museum piece within an 
exhibition — you know, for maybe a select group of 
people who go to museums — this was some way that she 
could basically have her artwork in a living way, part of 
a whole ceremony, part of a whole ritual, part of a whole 
performance piece,” said Young. By the time of the pageant, 
the skirts will be fully grown and ready to wear.

The pageant’s last performance piece — a collaboration of 
community groups, artists, schools and river organizations 
— encompasses song, cleansing of the Hudson and a dance 
of boats. Alice Farley will choreograph kayakers decked out 
in gold costumes and 30-foot-long rowboats festooned with 
marine sculptures. David Hykes, a world pioneer 

http://www.thevillager.com/villager_313/
riverpageantwill .html

in overtone singing, will perform as a choreographed 
movement and river cleansing simultaneously take place.

Throughout the procession, there will be songs and poems 
by artists, students and community groups focusing on 
the river’s various species. The issue of climate change and 
promotion of alternative energies also will be woven into 
the pageant.

Young said she hopes the pageant “brings attention to the 
fact that the community and this large gathering of people 
are joyously demanding, supporting our needs to move 
toward a clean-energy future and protection of our natural 
resources in New York. And, hopefully,” she said, “you 
convey that, and I think by doing these public displays it 
seeps into the conciousness. 

“You start with a group, and then it grows and grows and 
grows,” she said. “I kind of call it ‘joyous resistance.’ It’s 
an explosion-of-joy celebration in doing, that can make a 
change.”

For the full schedule and times of performances for 
the Hudson River Pageant or to find out more about 
workshops and volunteering call 212-777-7969 or e-mail 
mail@earthcelebrations.com



A scene from the 2005 Rites of Spring procession on the Lower 
East Side.

enviRonmental extRavaganza’s new 
m.o.: ‘take me to the RiveR’
For the last 15 years, Earth Cele-brations has been known 
for its Rites of Spring and Rites of Winter colorful 
costumed parades through the East Village and Lower East 
Side community gardens. But now that the gardens are 
mostly safe, Earth Celebrations is moving its focus west, to 
the Hudson River. 

Through May 6, the nonprofit environmental and arts 
group is holding free workshops for teenagers and adults 
to create elaborate costumes, masks and giant puppets — 
inspired by the diverse marine species of the Hudson River 
— for the upcoming Hudson River Pageant on Sat. May 9, 
rain date Sun., May 10. 

The pageant will be “an ecological and historical 
parade and performance-art event to raise awareness 
for the restoration of the Hudson River and address 
climate change in New York City,” according to Earth 
Celebrations.

This year is also the quadricentennial, or 400th 
anniversary, of Henry Hudson’s and Samuel de 
Champlain’s exploratory journeys in 1609, which will be 
featured as part of the pageant’s celebration of the Hudson 
River’s history. 

The procession of extra-large puppets, costumed marchers 
and musical bands will stop at the various piers and 
significant sites along the parade route for performances, 
songs, dance, poetry and ceremonies, highlighting the 
river and issues, wending its way from Manhattan Youth 
in Tribeca to Gansevoort St. in the Village, in the Hudson 
River Park’s Downtown section.
Workshops are being held at Man-hattan Youth 
Downtown Community Center, 120 Warren St., between 
Greenwich and West Sts., one block south of Chambers 
St. Costume workshops are Wednesdays, from 6 p.m. to 
9 p.m., with artists Michele Brody and Chris Rumery. 
Puppet workshops are Saturdays, from noon to 4 p.m., 
with artist Lucrecia Novoa and Spica Wobbe.

For more information contact Earth Celebrations by phone 
at 212-777-7969, by e-mail at mail@earthcelebrations.com 
or visit their Web site at http://www.earthcelebrations.
com.
The Hudson River Park Trust is a sponsor in the effort, and 
among the participating partners are the Lower Manhattan 
Cultural Council, River Project, Friends of Hudson River 
Park, P3 (Pier Park and Playground Association), P.S. 234, 
P.S. 89 and P.S. 150, Stuyvesant High School, Riverkeeper 
and Clearwater.
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Villager photo by Elisabeth Robert

A troupe of women performed the “Dance of the River Grasses” at the first Hudson 
River Pageant along the Lower West Side waterfront last Saturday.
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enviRonmental extRavaganza’s new 
m.o.: ‘take me to the RiveR’
For the last 15 years, Earth Cele-brations has been known 
for its Rites of Spring and Rites of Winter colorful 
costumed parades through the East Village and Lower East 
Side community gardens. But now that the gardens are 
mostly safe, Earth Celebrations is moving its focus west, to 
the Hudson River.

Through May 6, the nonprofit environmental and arts 
group is holding free workshops for teenagers and adults 
to create elaborate costumes, masks and giant puppets — 
inspired by the diverse marine species of the Hudson River 
— for the upcoming Hudson River Pageant on Sat. May 9, 
rain date Sun., May 10.

A scene from the 2005 Rites of Spring procession on the 
Lower East Side.

This year is also the quadricentennial, or 400th 
anniversary, of Henry Hudson’s and Samuel de 
Champlain’s exploratory journeys in 1609, which will be 
featured as part of the pageant’s celebration of the Hudson 
River’s history.

The procession of extra-large puppets, costumed marchers 
and musical bands will stop at the various piers and 
significant sites along the parade route for performances, 
songs, dance, poetry and ceremonies, highlighting the 
river and issues, wending its way from Manhattan Youth 
in Tribeca to Gansevoort St. in the Village, in the Hudson 
River Park’s Downtown section.

Workshops are being held at Man-hattan Youth 
Downtown Community Center, 120 Warren St., between 
Greenwich and West Sts., one block south of Chambers 
St. Costume workshops are Wednesdays, from 6 p.m. to 
9 p.m., with artists Michele Brody and Chris Rumery. 
Puppet workshops are Saturdays, from noon to 4 p.m., with 
artist Lucrecia Novoa and Spica Wobbe.

For more information contact Earth Celebrations by phone 
at 212-777-7969, by e-mail at mail@earthcelebrations.com 
or visit their Web site at http://www.earthcelebrations.
com.

The Hudson River Park Trust is a sponsor in the effort, and 
among the participating partners are the Lower Manhattan 
Cultural Council, River Project, Friends of Hudson River 
Park, P3 (Pier Park and Playground Association), P.S. 234, 
P.S. 89 and P.S. 150, Stuyvesant High School, Riverkeeper 
and Clearwater.
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events
eaRth celeBRations’ hudson RiveR 
pageant
Arts / Spare Times
By THE NEW YORK TIMES
Published: May 7, 2009 

Saturday, 1 to 6 p.m., an ecological celebration with a 
procession of puppets and performances along the parade 
route, beginning on Warren Street, between Greenwich 
Street and the Hudson River, Lower Manhattan; there will 
also be readings, theater pieces and other events in Hudson 
River Park.earthcelebrations.com; free.

event
Michele Brody: River Grass Skirts
Gallery, Installations 
From 04/13/09 to 05/09/09
World Financial Center and Winter Garden
Lower Manhattan
220 Vesey St.
New York, NY10281
(212) 945-0505

In conjunction with Earth Day, site-specific artist Michele 
Brody has constructed five grass-sprouting skirts for display 
in the Winter Garden. Each living, lace garment hangs 
individually off armatures made from recycled copper 
piping that will support the growth of Native Purple Love 
grass, indigenous to the Hudson River waterfront. By 
interweaving manmade, natural and living materials Brody 
attempts to create an experience where viewers develop 
a new sense of awareness of the tenuous relationship 
between themselves, nature and the urban environment. 
On Saturday, May 9, the skirts will be worn and featured at 
the Hudson River Pageant: Art & Ecology Project whose 
mission is to raise awareness for the restoration of the 
Hudson River and address climate change in New York 
City.

http://events.nytimes.com/gst/nycguide.html?detail=e
vents&id=3193348&d=9

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/08/arts/08spare.
html?_r=1

puppetRy in new yoRk is moRe than 
kiddie shows and tRiumph the 
insult comic dog.  By Luciana Giangrandi
I, New York
Time Out New York / Issue 707 : Apr 16–22, 2009
You asked for it
Puppeteering

CLASSES
Better your puppet-making skills and the planet with 
free workshops from Earth Celebrations (120 Warren St 
at Chambers St; 212-777-7969, earthcelebrations.com). 
They take place every Saturday through May 2, then 
on May 9 the giant papier–mâché puppets become part 
of the Hudson River Pageant, an ecological-awareness 
festival. The Lone Wolf Tribe’s workshops incorporate the 
company’s foam rubber techniques, and participants leave 
with the puppet heads they sculpt; the next $50 class is May 
17.
http://newyork.timeout.com/articles/i-new-
york/73454/puppeteering-in-new-york-city

eaRth celeBRations hudson RiveR 
pageant
Downtown Community Center
120 Warren St (between Greenwich and West Sts)  Tribeca 
212-777-7969
Subway: 2, 3, C, E to Chambers St  | Directions
http://www.earthcelebrations.com
Prices Tickets: Free

DESCRIPTION 
Giant puppets lead this eco-inspired procession from the 
DCC to Gansevoort Street, in the downtown portion of 
the Hudson River Park. Along the way, they can enjoy live 
music, dance shows and art workshops at various piers on 
the parade route. Kids are encouraged to come in costumes 
representing their favorite animal. Rain date: Sunday May 
10.All ages.
When: May 9 2pm–5pm

http://newyorkkids.timeout.com/events/around-
town/274506/hudson-river-pageant



OWN THIS CITY
Time Out New York / Issue 708 : Apr 23–29, 2009
Earth Day turns 39
Seeing green? Check out our top ten eco-friendly events. 
By Amy Plitt

OWN THIS CITY
Your Perfect Saturday: Bicycle fetishists, redistributed wealth, 
and a Halloween bash? 
Posted in Own This City by Lindsay Pasarin on 
May 9th, 2009 at 12:00 am

10. A “fish symphony” by Gregori Czerkinsky and a 
special Water Dance choreographed by Alice Farley are 
the highlights of the inaugural Hudson River Pageant, a 
collaboration between eco-awareness organization Earth 
Celebrations and community groups like the Manhattan 
Youth Downtown Community Center. The festival also 
features a big-ass parade and yet another puppet show. 
We’re starting to think that if we can’t save the planet, 
giant puppets surely can. FREE Hudson River Park 
between Ganesvoort and Warren Sts (earthcelebrations.
com). May 9 1–6pm.

Whether you’re lacking protein in your diet or have a meat 
addition, kick-off your Saturday with Mitchell Davis and 
Bonnie Stern’s Challah and Brisket Workshop. Then hit 
up the eco-friendly Hudson River Pageant featuring a “fish 
symphony” by Gregori Czerkinsky and a Water Dance 
choreographed by Alice Farley.

Continue the bike month festivities with yet another 
cycling party at City Reliquary’s fifth annual Bicycle Fetish 
Day block party. If shopping is more your style look for the 
Junk Show at BKLYN Yard where you can pick through 
New Yorkers’ closets or trade your own useless valuables at 
this wealth redistribution festival.

Wind down with pop-oriented art show Manifesto where 
avant-garde artists present their work and one-of-a-kind 
collaborations. End the night with an equally bizarre 
but always fun party thrown by HiChristina featuring 
a Halloween theme. Hint: start costume shopping and 
catching up on Michael Jackson’s dance moves in “Thriller.”

http://www3.timeoutny.com/newyork/tonyblog/tag/
hudson-river-pageant/

http://newyork.timeout.com/articles/own-this-
city/73726/the-best-earth-day-events-in-nyc



kids calendaR: may 2009
family pRogRams
Hudson River Pageant Sat, 5/9, 1–6 pm
Celebrate the 400th anniversary of Henry Hudson’s 
exploratory voyage on the Hudson River with music, art, 
dance, poetry and a parade of 15-foot high puppets and 
costumed characters. Parade starts at 120 Warren St. bet. 
Greenwich Street and the Hudson River. Free. Hudson 
River Park between Chambers St. and Gansevoort St., Go 
to earthcelebrations.com for complete schedule.

http://www.tribecatrib.com/news/2009/march/137_
kids-calendar-may-2009.html

KATHARINE JONES 
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER
Saturday, May 9th 2009, 4:00 AM

events foR may 9-10, 2009 in new yoRk
Check out the Hudson River Pageant in Hudson River 
Park. The eco-chic parade, created to bring attention 
to climate change and the health of the Hudson River, 
showcases fanciful costumes, giant puppets, and 
performance art, including artist Michele Brody’s five 
elaborate grass-grown skirts recently displayed at the World 
Financial Center’s Winter Garden. Saturday. 1–6 p.m.; free 
admission. 120 Warren St. For more information, go to: 
www.earthcelebrations.com 

Read more: http://www.nydailynews.com/entertainment/
arts/2009/05/09/2009-05-09_events_for_
may_910_2009_in_new_york.html#ixzz0I9xZymNy&C

http://www.nydailynews.com/entertainment/
arts/2009/05/09/2009-05-09_events_ for_
may _910_2009_in_new_ york.html

hudson RiveR paRk
Date: 05/09/09 
Address: 120 Warren St.
Description: On Saturday, May 9, 2009 (raindate: 
Sunday, May 10),  Earth Celebrations, in partnership 
with Manhattan Youth Downtown Community Center, 
launches its new Hudson River Pageant: to restore the 
Hudson River and address climate change in New York 
City. 2009, is also the 400th Anniversary of Henry 
Hudson’s and Samuel de Champlain’s, exploratory voyage 
in 1609, which will be featured as part of the pageant’s 
celebration of the Hudson River’s history. This ecological 
parade and performance art event is directed by Felicia 
Young, the Founder/Director of Earth Celebrations 
and the creator of the Rites of Spring: Procession to Save 
Our Gardens for 15 years in the East Village. The new 
Hudson River Pageant features a magnificent parade of 
giant 15-foot river species puppets, spectacular costumes 
representing oysters, seahorses, blue crabs, wetlands, river 
grasses, and over 70 species of local fish. The river species 
will dance their way from Tribeca through Greenwich 
Village along the waterfront lead by African-Caribbean 
parade bands Hungry March Band, Kalunga Neg Mawon, 
and a conch shell chorus. Music, dance, performances, 
songs, and poetry, including an Oyster Garden Planting 
Ceremony, Live Fish Release, River Cleansing Ceremony, 
and a Water Dance of Boats, highlighting the river, and 
its species, habitats, and issues, are presented at the various 
piers and significant sites along the parade route, from 
Manhattan Youth on Warren Street to Gansevoort Street, 
in the downtown portion of the Hudson River Park from 
1-6pm. For more information: www.earthcelebrations.com

http://www.checkoutnyactivities.com/eventinfo.
cfm?id=37263


